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Feature Cars

Doug’s 1947 Chevrolet 4 Door Sedan
The car pictured is originally from Victoria B.C. and the own-
er was a carpenter. He came to Manitoba in the late 1950’s to 
help his daughter and do finishing carpentry.  The second 
time he came to Manitoba, he loaded up all his carpentry 
tools and after he got here, he parked the Chevrolet in his 
daughter’s garage and didn’t drive it after that. 

In 1968 it was bought by Allen Peters from Carman Mani-
toba who had it restored and painted. He drove it in parades 
and also used it for weddings in and around the Carman area. 

In 1989 the national film board made use of the 1947 Chevro-
let while filming the movie The Last Winter. This was filmed 
in Winnipeg’s historic Exchange District. The car as well as 
other vintage cars were used as props, parked along the side 
of the street as a background for the rest of the movie.

I purchased the vehicle in 2001 and drove it to Kelowna B.C. 
that fall. The only problem I had was that a valve stem on the 

wheel broke and the spare tire had to be put on. Whenever I 
stopped for food or for the night, it was surrounded by peo-
ple young and old. The older people always had a story about 
the cars they had when they were younger. The younger ones 
were fascinated by the shape and the simplicity of the instru-
ments. Because of the fact modern cars mainly have auto-
matic transitions, the gear shift and the starter on the floor 
was of great interest to them. Many people received rides 
when I stopped at restaurants including the servers. 

In Kelowna it was driven in parades and short trips. It was in 
car shows in the Kelowna area and was well received.

2013 I decided to move to Steinbach and brought the car 
back to Manitoba. It has followed the tractor trek as the first 
aid vehicle. In 2018 it was in the Heritage Classic Car Show at 
the Mennonite Heritage Village. The car has also been used 
as a wedding car in Winnipeg.
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Feature Cars

Rudy’s 1930 Ford Model “A” Coupe
Dream It – Build It

1930 Model “A” Coupe

The build started in 2010 and went for 3-4 years, with a lot of 
down-time between.

The car was stripped down to bare rails, modified (rein-
forced) and built back up to strict Manitoba safety standards. 
It sports a 302 (5.0 L) engine with a C4 transmission with a 
full manual-reverse valve body and a B&M ratchet shifter. 
Differential is a Ford 9” with 2.87 gears. Most of the retro 
parts were hand crafted as a hobby and assembled at my own 
shop. Next project is nearing completion. Not a mechanic by 
trade, shows that anyone can enjoy building (or restoring) 
and driving any type of vehicle they wish.

Once we realize we can be entertained building something 
with our own hands, instead of relying on being entertained 

by social media, or YouTube videos etc, we can feel good 
about our accomplishments.





Top Ten Classic Car Care Tips
Here are 10 maintenance tips that you can follow to help keep your 
classic car or truck in tip top shape:

1. Change the oil. Nothing will destroy a motor quicker than old 
or low oil levels. On the other hand, nothing will keep a motor 
running smoothly, than regular oil and oil filter changes. It is the 
life blood of every motor and should be a number one priority to 
check and change regularly. 

2. Flush the cooling system. At least once a year every car wheth-
er old or new should have its cooling system flushed out. Replace 
the old coolant with a fresh 50/50 mixture of coolant and distilled 
water to help prevent the system from corroding or developing any 
deposits that can restrict flow through the system. 

3. Change transmission fluid and differential oil. This may not 
have to be done frequently, but the more often you can do this the 
better. Newer cars require it at their service intervals, but classics 
could really use this a little more regularly. Make sure to use the 
recommended transmission fluid and gear oil with the correct vis-
cosity. 

4. Keep it clean. Washing your car regularly will help to ensure you 
are removing any harmful impurities that will eventually eat away 
at your paint’s finish. Don’t forget about the undercarriage as well. 
Salt and road grime are really good at finding their way into every 
nook and cranny. Be sure to clean the underside of your car really 
well to keep all the exposed parts clean and corrosion free.

5. Wax on wax off. Wax is crucial in keeping the paint looking its 
best. You should give your classic a really good waxing at least once 
every six months. While you are at it, you should also apply some 
chrome care to the chrome trim to help keep it shining.

6. Protect the interior. Keeping your classic out of the sun is one 
of the best ways to protect the leather, vinyl and plastic in your 
interior from fading and drying out. There are also leather creams, 
vinyl treatments, and UV blockers that can also help to protect and 
preserve your classic car interior. 

7. Check your ball joints. All too often we see ball joints fail before 
their time should be up. Regularly checking them to ensure they 
are packed with the grease they need is all you need to do. A dry 
ball joint will surely fail quickly while a well greased joint can last 
a lifetime. 

8. Lube your drive-line. Many components of your drive-line, like 
the u-joints, require regular lubrication as well. Checking to see 
that everything looks greased well can save you a lot of money and 
frustration should any part of your drive-line need to be replaced. 
You may need to remove the drive-line to get to the grease fitting 
depending on your vehicle. 

9. Repack your wheel bearings. You should regularly inspect, 
clean and repack your wheel bearings with the recommended 
grease. This might not be the quickest job in the world, but it is 
cheap to do. You will save yourself tons of money on pricey repairs 
down the road. It doesn’t need to be done monthly, but you should 
certainly do it at your regularly scheduled major service intervals. 

10. Pump the brakes. Regularly test your brakes to make sure 
everything feels right and isn’t making any strange sounds. Bleed 
your brake system at least once per year. It is cheap to replace while 
calipers, hoses and sensors are not. It is also a good idea to keep 
a close eye on your brake pads to ensure they are not unevenly 
wearing down your rotors. Pads are another relatively inexpensive 
item to replace.

Top Ten Classic Car Care Tips - Wilson’s Auto Restoration Blog
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Derrick’s 1969 Chevy Chevelle SS
Here is a little bit about my car... 

The car started as a pile of scrap metal with a vin tag (my 
father wasn’t too impressed when I got my uncle to drop it 
off at his shop at the farm) but it didn’t take long to convince 
him of the potential.

My vision for the car was to make it look like a somewhat 
streetable track car, against my dad’s “keep it all original” 
wishes.. but I soon persuaded him in my direction.. 

The car was then put on a rotisserie, re skinned completely 
and got a full frame of restoration (done by me, from fabrica-
tion, body to paint) (all wiring suspension and engine install 
was done by my father) everything top to bottom replaced.

Tubbed, caged, all new suspension, custom bead rolled in-
terior, and then dropped the biggest loudest engine I could 
find a 454 60 over, matted to a th400 with the lowest gears I 
could get.

In hindsight that was a bad idea as I currently get 1 mpg on 
the highway,  the result was exactly what I was going for, a 
mean looking car that  sounds even meaner. 

Specs 
468ci 550 HP 700lb/t on pumpgas 
Built Th400 
12 bolt Chevy rear 
2 inch drop
Tubbed
Custom air dam
Custom bead rolled interior
8 point cage
Sparco racing seats
Automeater guages
Aeromotive fuel sytem
Coys c5 wheels 18/20 stagger
Nitto nt555r tire 
305/35r20 rear
225/45r18 front 
Exhaust 3inch x pipe with cutouts
Boxed suspension 
Drop spindles
Cpp protouring kit
Cpp 4 wheel disk brakes
Custom gunmetal paint
Custom hood and trunk stripe
Blacked out trim
....

Feature Cars






