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Who is your hero? Is it someone who 
knows and loves you or someone who 
wouldn’t even notice you in the room? 
Our world has many superfi cial heroes 
that are big with fl air, but small in char-
acter. However, like earlier generations of 
Mennonites, we should not forget to es-
teem those who have just cleared the path 
before us. Heroes don’t have to be on a 
pedestal, untouchable, but someone who 
when they see us coming down their path 
begin cheering us on. The Mennonites 
that moved to Canada did not do it so that 
they could live a better life, but so that the 
generations after them could. Let us not 
forget that. 
 
At the Mennonite Heritage Village Muse-
um (MHV), we don’t commemorate the 
outstanding lives of individuals, but the 
faithful (sometimes fallen) living of a com-
munity and their journey together. History 
is made by groups of people. The reforma-
tion, abolishment of slavery, democracy 
or civil rights would not have happened if 
there was not a group of people commit-
ted to its fulfi llment. Sure, there are light-
ning rods and specifi c moments to note, 
but much is leading up to those break-
throughs and then communities that build 
on them afterwards. As Mahatma Gandhi 
said and practiced, “A small body of de-
termined spirits fi red by an unquenchable 
faith in their mission can alter the course 
of history.” Larger-than-life heroes don’t 
build community; faithful-loving-ordinary 
people build community.

What I fi nd fascinating about the Anabap-
tist reformation is how we have a diverse 
movement of people around Europe. A 
Bible study group in Zurich discovering 
what a baptism of adult faith is, while in 
northern Germany and the Netherlands 
Catholic priests like Menno Simons ar-
ticulating a new way of doing church 
and living like Jesus. Then another group 
gathering in Schleitheim, Switzerland to 
produce a small book about the basics of 
this new-found movement (the Schlei-
theim confession) that people could carry 
with them across the continent and so on. 
People started meeting in homes to dis-
cuss these new ideas of community and 
faith. Next, they actually resettle and form 
little colonies so that they could pursue 
a new way of being. These communities 
and these discussions continue to this day 
and we are hosting some of them at MHV. 
I wonder, what is our on-going mission as 
a community in today’s world, what is our 
next mission?
 
Museums like MHV can become more in-
triguing if you have this perspective. The 
art, the buildings, the ideas you see are the 
products of ordinary people like you. Make 
it personal, let it inspire you; history does 
not belong to the extraordinary people out 
there, but to you, to those alongside you 
and with your connection to those who 
have gone before you. We are in this jour-
ney together. See you soon at MHV and 
again in a hundred years as part of our 
community memorial!
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The time has come to pass the torch, hand over the keys, change 
the sign on the o�  ce door, or whatever other metaphor one 
might apply to the situation. My term as Executive Director at 
Mennonite Heritage Village (MHV) has come to an end, and re-
tirement has begun. As of Monday, February 11, Gary Dyck has 
assumed responsibility for the position.

To introduce Gary to our readers, I conducted a brief interview 
with him. He responded to fi ve questions that I posed.

Barry: Welcome to Mennonite Heritage Village, Gary. Tell us about 
your background (growing up, education, previous work, etc.).

Gary: I grew up just a couple of miles north of MHV. In 1993 I 
graduated from the Steinbach Regional Secondary School (SRSS) 
with a double Marketing/Accounting diploma and eventually was 
able to complete a Master of Arts degree in Global Studies from 
Providence Seminary. I loved growing up in Steinbach, and with 
that solid foundation my family and I were able to go overseas 
for 18 years, where I served as a holistic development worker. My 
roles during my time in Central Asia and China included directing 
the Literature and Translation Department of a large humanitar-

ian organization and founding an organic fertilizer company for 
low-income farmers.

Barry: What is it about MHV that attracted you to the role of Ex-
ecutive Director?

Gary: This past summer I moved back to Steinbach with my fam-
ily. MHV was our fi rst and second choice to reengage with our 
community. It truly is a world-class museum, covering 500 years 
of a history and culture that our world needs to know about and 
learn from. Working at MHV is a terrifi c opportunity for me to 
rejoin a community I treasure and to use my social entrepreneur-
ship skills for good.

Barry: Tell us about some of your fi rst priorities in this role?

Gary: There are always the urgent needs of maintaining the her-
itage buildings, but I also want to focus on the long-term work 
of making MHV more self-sustainable. My personal priority is to 
develop strong relationships with the sta� , volunteers and wider 
community. I myself can only do so much, but with a community 
engaged, a lot more can be accomplished.

Barry: What visions for the future do you already have for MHV? 

Gary: Oh, where do I begin? MHV has and can have so many 
roles. It is a wonderful resource for history, education, life skills, 
mental health, culture and community development. One vision 
I have is to increase therapeutic use of MHV for the enhancement 
of physical, mental and emotional health in our community. Our 
beautiful setting o� ers much to contemplate and receive from.     
As our communities grow, the Mennonite Heritage Village will 
seek to be a meeting place for everyone, which enhances the 
lives of individuals and families by encouraging volunteer giving, 
experiential learning and community-centred celebrations.

Barry: What else would you like our readers to know?

Gary: I am very thankful for this opportunity. I look forward to 
getting to know many of you and working alongside you.
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PASSING ON THE TORCH 
BY BARRY  DYCK  AND  GARY  DYCK

Barry Dyck former Executive Director (left), Gary Dyck current Executive Director (right)

TEEN GALA / WINTER CARNIVAL 
BY PATR IC IA  WEST

Our second Teen Gala was held the Friday evening of the Febru-
ary long weekend. The theme this year was an old time western 
county fair. 

There were games of chance, an escape room, snacks, airbrush 
and henna tattoos, a dj and a photo booth. 

The turnout more than doubled from last year. The games were 
all utilized and the line-up for the tattoos was never-ending. Kids 
and some sta�  danced the night away and took advantage of 
capturing their evening memories at the photo booth. 

It was a fun evening and everyone seemed to really enjoy them-
selves. 

The second annual Winter Carnival was held the Saturday of the 
February long weekend. We kept many of the games from the 
night before set up so people could take advantage of them while 
they warmed up indoors.  

Skating, sledding, hood hustling, sleigh rides and a bonfi re oc-
cupied the day outdoors, while inside we had a candy guessing 
game, a canteen and family movies playing in the auditorium. 

The turnout was quite good and the weather cooperated, all in 
all, it was a great day. It was wonderful to see the skating rink full 
of people skating and playing hockey.
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When we talk about the work of Mennonite Heritage Village 
(MHV) in public, we often focus on the good: new acquisitions 
in our artefact collection, upcoming exhibits, exciting Festival 
Days, new programs for visitors and students alike, and how the 
museum functions as a community meeting place to bring peo-
ple together.  These are all excellent things that all of us at MHV 
are very excited to work at and share with the public. This story, 
however, is not about the positive things happening at MHV.  It’s 
about the fact that the roof on the Village Centre is leaking and is 
in serious need of replacement.  This project is urgently needed 
and carries a price tag of over $100,000. 

The roof is original to the Village Centre, which was dedicated on 
July 14, 1990. It opened under much fanfare and after a large cap-
ital campaign designed not only to expand MHV’s facilities, but 
also to allow it to grow and to operate as a professional museum.

Billboard announcing the new Village Centre, a major expansion of MHV, adding “Your Donations 
Are Appreciated!”

The Village Centre is an excellent facility and the museum has 
been very well served by the grand vision the MHV Board, sta� , 
and constituency had when they imagined it.  The facility they 
planned was much larger and more extensive than what was im-
mediately required in 1990, but they had the vision to dream and 
the foresight to plan for a big future.

Beginning of construction on the new Village Centre. The building was completed in October 
1989, after which the interior, including the Main Gallery, was constructed.

Today we enjoy a facility many museums the size of MHV can 
only dream about, including full environmental controls in every 
area of the museum that houses the collection and well laid-out 
curatorial spaces that enable us work with the artefact collection 
e�  ciently and professionally.  Each time I walk between the cu-
ratorial lab, exhibit design room, and artefact collections room, 

I am reminded what a great gift I have inherited 
from the people who came before me who had the 
vision for a facility like the Village Centre and from 
the community support that enabled that vision to 
take shape. 

The Village Centre, however, is now thirty years old and like any 
building, its infrastructure has been showing its age.  Over the last 
few years we have replaced the humidifi ers and dehumidifi ers, 
which allow us to maintain a proper level of relative humidity in 
the curatorial areas and galleries. In 2016 we replaced fi ve furnac-
es servicing the curatorial areas, both galleries, and Auditorium.  
Four air-makeup units, which act as “air dryers” for the areas of 
the museum that are environmentally controlled, were replaced 
in 2016 and 2017, and in 2018 we replaced three more furnaces 
that serve the o�  ces, multi-purpose room, sta�  and volunteer 
lounge, and the quilting room. Now it is time for the Village Cen-
tre’s fl at roof. It has been repaired many times over recent years 
but it has reached the end of its lifespan.
  
Given it is thirty years old, we have come to expect some leaks 
each spring, but we have never experienced it quite like we did 
this year.  During the worst of the spring melt, Assistant Curator, 
Jenna Klassen, and I were placing buckets under new leaks every 
day. 

Other sta�  have also been involved in being watchful for new 
leaks, but these roof leaks are of particular concern for the cura-
torial department because they are occurring in the places that 
one least wants a roof to leak in a museum: in our galleries and in 
our artefact vault. From about late January to mid-March, there 
were about ten to twelve active leaks in these vital areas.  These 
leaks put the collection and our exhibits in a very vulnerable po-
sition. In those circumstances, we do our best to ensure the pro-
tection of the collection: we monitor the galleries and collections 
storage room multiple times a day; we log and monitor every 
leak we fi nd and all the environmental conditions in rooms that 
house any part of the collection; we clean up water and puddles 
as they form; we fi nd buckets for the active leaks; and we cover 
every shelf in our large artefact storage room with plastic sheet-
ing to protect the top shelves, which are the most at risk.

Andrea Dyck (Senior Curator) and Jenna Klassen (Assistant Curator) protecting the collections in 
the storage room with plastic covering.

MHV’s mission is to “preserve and exhibit, for present and future 
generations, the experience and story of the Russian Mennonites 
and their contributions to Manitoba.” We seek to fulfi ll this mis-
sion in a variety of ways, but all of our work has its foundation in 
the fact that we are a museum and that we hold a collection of 
over 16,500 artefacts in trust for our community. The artefact col-
lection is what ensures that we can continue to fulfi ll our mission 
and share this history with future generations.

So far we have managed to fi nd a bucket for every leak.  So far, 
while some artefacts in the collections room have been dam-
aged, the vast majority of the collection and the exhibits have 
been mercifully unharmed. 

CARRYING THE VISION OF THE 
VILLAGE CENTRE INTO THE FUTURE
BY ANDREA  DYCK

From late January to mid-March, leaks were springing up daily in the Main Gallery.

Textiles protected in plastic sheeting in the collections storage room.
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CARRYING THE VISION CONT`D 
BY ANDREA  DYCK

Speaking both fi guratively and literally, however, eventually we 
will run out of buckets to catch all those leaks. The spring melt 
may be over but the summer rain season will be underway soon. 
A bucket does not solve the problem of a roof that needs replac-
ing.  

So that’s the bad news – now for the good: there are many ways 
you can help MHV fulfi ll its mission by helping to once again get a 
solid roof over the Village Centre.  We need to raise the full cost of 
the new roof before it can begin. This $100,000 project is outside 
the scope of our annual budget, which just covers the cost of our 
operations for the year.  Consider making a donation, over and 

above what you might usually give, or o� ering matching funds to 
donations received for the roof project. 

We are also hosting a Russländer Tribute Fundraising Banquet on 
Saturday, May 25. The afternoon and evening will be fi lled with 
special programming commemorating the historic migration of 
Mennonites from the Soviet Union to Canada in the 1920s, in-
cluding the grand opening of our 2019 exhibit, The Russländer.  
Consider buying a ticket for yourself or purchasing a full table 
and inviting your friends. All the funds raised that evening will go 
toward a new roof for the Village Centre. Help us ensure that the 
vision that was passed to us can be carried on into the future.

MHV holds a collection of over 16,500 artefacts in trust for the community. Most are stored in 
the collections storage room (pictured) and many are on display in the Main Gallery, Gerhard Ens 
Gallery, and throughout the village.

A leather suitcase is one of the artefacts that has had water damage due the leaking roof in the 
collections storage room.

THE RUSSLÄNDER 
BY JENNA  KLASSEN

Mennonite Heritage Village’s (MHV) upcoming temporary exhibit 
The Russländer, explores the experiences of the Mennonites who 
migrated from the Soviet Union to Canada in the 1920s, known 
as the Russländer. Between 1923 and 1930, almost twenty-fi ve 
thousand Mennonites fl ed the Soviet Union in search of safety, 
security, and economic opportunities. This group, and those who 
stayed behind, had survived years of violence, war, famine, and 
disease as a result of the Russian Revolution. Before this time, 
the Mennonite colonies in New Russia (today Ukraine) had be-
come more prosperous than ever before, and the colonies had 
become central in agricultural production in Imperial Russia. 
However, when the empire fell, the world the Mennonites had 
created in the colonies came to an end. This exhibit looks at the 
life of the Russländer and Mennonite colonies before the Revolu-
tion, their experiences during the Revolution and fl ight from the 
Soviet Union, establishing new lives in Canada, and, fi nally, how 
this migration has been remembered and memorialized by later 
generations.

Mennonite Heritage Village has, by conservative estimates, over 
fi ve hundred artefacts in our collection that were brought to Can-
ada by this group. Some objects were practical for the migration 
and necessary for everyday survival, like clothing and cooking 
tools. Other items held sentimental meaning, like decorative por-
celain, gifts, and family heirlooms. Some objects seem like they 
would have been nearly impossible to bring on the long journey 
to Canada. One of these is a bedframe, made of metal and cer-
tainly an awkward object to transport across two continents and 
an ocean. 

The Russländer story continues after their arrival in Canada. Ar-
tefacts in our collection reveal the di�  culties of their fi rst years 
in Canada as they struggled to fi nd employment, pay o�  travel 
debt, and come to terms with the loss they experienced in the 
Soviet Union. But it also highlights the successes the Russländer 
achieved as they navigated a new culture, new professions, and a 
new place to call home. Finally, the exhibit discusses how objects 
can become symbols of memory and how individuals, families, 
and communities use them to remember these experiences. 

The story of survival, fl ight, and the search for better opportuni-
ties is not just a Russländer story. Today, Steinbach’s population is 
quickly increasing due to migration. These new immigrants share 
a similar story with the Russländer, and some even as refugees, 
fl eeing one country for safety in another. We are excited and hon-
oured to be collaborating with the Eastman Immigration Services 
for this exhibit. As part of this partnership, we will be featuring 
the migration and refugee stories of some recent immigrants to 
the community, as well as some of the objects they brought with 
them to Canada, in our main exhibit in the Gerhard Ens Gallery. 
The Auditorium and Art Hall will be fi lled with student exhibits 
that all explore the topic of immigration and the cross-cultural 
connections forged between people of di� erent backgrounds liv-
ing as one community. 

We are thankful to the Heritage Grants Program and the MHV 
Auxiliary for their fi nancial support of this exhibit.

Join us for the Russländer Tribute Fundraising Banquet!  
Enjoy free admission to the Grand Opening of The Russländer 
exhibit and a commemorative service in the Lichtenau Church 
with the purchase of a ticket to the fundraising banquet. Tick-
ets can be purchased online (www.mhv.ca), in person at the 
museum, or by calling 204-326-9661. Reserve yours today!

Teacup and saucer, 2011.21.4. Porcelain was one of the most common objects brought to Canada 
by the Russländer. They were often given as engagement or wedding gifts, and were treasured 
by their owners and passed down for generations. Often they were not used for practical reasons, 
but for decorative purposes. Over the years, they became memories of New Russia, and created a 
link between the old home and the new.



The Main Gallery and the Gerhard Ens Gallery continued to be an 
extremely popular destination as visitors from around the world 
wanted to see the multitude of artefacts and the “Art of Menno-
nite Clocks” exhibit. The exhibit featured 33 hand-painted wall 
clocks. MHV was cited as the highlight of their Canadian tour. 
Guests arrived on buses, in school groups, for weddings, birthday 
parties, anniversaries, meetings and more.  The admissions year-
end total reported that Mennonite Heritage Village hosted over 
46,000 visitors during the 2018 season. We are looking forward to 
opening our new “Russländer” exhibit during a gala event being 
held on May 25, 2019. Mark your calendars and watch the web-
site, as more details are to come.  

MHV receptionists o� ered a welcoming smile; a few kind ges-
tures as well as pertinent information which helped travelers en-
joy their visit at the museum. On a regular basis this impeccable 
team took on a role of concierge, guiding our guests to their next 
destination, whether onsite or elsewhere in Manitoba. MHV is the 
number one tourist stop in Steinbach. Time and again, visitors ex-
pressed how fabulous and memorable their experience was and 
wanted to return with family and friends. Our admissions team 
were very excited to lead the way in the area of promoting MHV’s 
new membership package which began last January.  The 2018 
year-end membership report stated that new memberships had 
increased 300%.

In 2018, Village Books and Gifts introduced a brand new Author 
Reading Event in celebration of “I Love to Read” Month. Five writ-
ers shared stories from their books and enjoyed a conversation 
with the audience.  This evening was such a huge success that 
Village Books and Gifts will continue to host this event annually.  
The quality of books on the bookstore shelves continue to draw 
historians, shoppers and bookworms alike. We have a good selec-
tion of novelists, genealogists, historians, biographers, and local 
photography enthusiasts. The mandate of Village Books and Gifts 
is to provide readers with historically sound information, personal 
stories and works of fi ction that refl ect the journey of the Russian 
Mennonites. We also carry a wide selection of children’s books, 
cookbooks, co� ee table books, gifts and souvenirs. Village Books 
and Gifts is open year-round and is known as the best little gift 
shop in the heart of Steinbach. Two of the newest books on our 
shelves are the “Updated Low German Dictionary”, by Jack Thies-
sen and the National Bestseller, “The Russländer” by Sandra Bird-

sell. Stop by to get your copies today.
Our souvenir selection continues to diversify.  Village Books and 
Gifts has introduced our very own brand of historical gifts and 
toys that include local homemade pens, bonnets, Mennonite 
family magnet kits, quilting kits, peg dolls and more. We contin-
ue to appeal to consumers who want to purchase souvenirs or 
gifts that say “Steinbach” or are “Mennonite” in some way. Our 
2019 goal is to increase the variety of MHV’s very own historical 
folk toy selection as well as provide quality, unique, hard-to-fi nd 
items.  The Menno Apparel continues to be one of our hottest 
sellers. Village Books and Gifts is the exclusive retailer for these 
t-shirts in the Southeast.  We strive to fi nd a balance in our store 
by carrying heritage driven items, along with travel friendly sou-
venirs. Village Books and Gifts hosted the third annual Christmas 
in the Village Christmas Market the second Saturday in Novem-
ber. The auditorium hosted over 30 local vendors and crafters. We 
had in-store specials, a station for children to make crafts, a hot 
lunch café, and horse drawn wagon rides. In lieu of admission, 
we set up a “Tin for the Bin” to partner with the local foodbank. 
We were pleased to say that this was extremely successful as over 
650 visitors stopped by to get that “one of a kind” gift.   

I continue to enjoy working with seasoned sta�  and volunteers.  I 
am looking forward to implementing new ideas & merchandise in 
the 2019 season.  It is clearly evident that Village Books and Gifts 
has a team that endeavors to provide excellent customer service, 
unique books, souvenirs, and other products for one’s shopping 
pleasure. 
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ADMISSIONS, VILLAGE BOOKS & 
GIFTS
BY JO -ANN  FR IESEN

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
BY PATR IC IA  WEST  AND  ROBERT  GOERTZEN

Now - December 6, 2019
Choose Your Own Adventure Ra�  e

Tickets are $10 for one or $20 for Three
The winner will be able to choose one of the 

following trips:
A Trip for 4 to Disney World valued at $10,238

A Trip for 2 to New York valued at $7,387
A Cruise for 2 to Costa Rica valued at $7,150
A Trip for 2 to New Orleans valued at $6,349
or a Trip for 2 to Tuscany valued at $11,142
Tickets are available for purchase now at 

Mennonite Heritage Village or on our website 
at www.mhv.ca

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
Outdoor Village and Livery Barn Restaurant 

open for the season.

Saturday, May 11, 2019
Manitoba Day

We celebrate Manitoba’s birthday, along with 
the coming of spring.  Explore the outdoor vil-
lage, visit the animal farm and relax on a horse 

drawn wagon ride. 

Sunday, May 12, 2019
Mother’s Day Lunch Bu� et

Take mom out for a Mennonite feast at the 
Livery Barn Restaurant.

Saturday, May 25, 2019
Russlaender Tribute Fundraising Banquet

4 pm - 9 pm

Saturday, June 8, 2019
Tractor Trek

Grab your tractor and join 
the trek!

Visit www.mhv.ca for more 
information

Friday, June 14 - Sunday, June 16, 2019
Come down and visit our wa�  e booth at 

Summer in the City. We will be there serving 
delicious wa�  es. 

Sunday, June 16, 2019
Father’s Day Lunch Bu� et

Take dad out for a Mennonite feast at the 
Livery Barn Restaurant.

Monday, July 1, 2019
Canada Day

Canada Day opening ceremony 
and birthday cake. 

Saturday, July 13, 2019
Heritage Classic Car Show

11 am - 4 pm
Join us for our annual car show. You won’t 
want to miss the excitement. Car Show, A 

Shopper`s Paradise Market, 
and Mu�  er Rapping

July 15-19, 2019
Pioneer Day Camp

10 am - 4:00 pm
For children ages 5-7

August 2 - 5, 2019
Pioneer Days
9 am - 5 pm

Relive our Mennonite past through pioneer 
activities, steam powered threshing, music and 

lots of good food! 

August 12 - 16, 2019
Pioneer Day Camp

10 am - 4:00 pm
For children ages 8 - 10

Monday, September 2, 2019
Fall on the Farm

Experience harvest work, hearty food, corn on 
the cob, music, hog butchering and pioneer 

demonstrations. 

Sunday, September 15, 2019
Open Farm Day

Thursday, September 26, 2019
Volunteer Appreciation

If you have volunteered at MHV this year, you 
are invited to attend. No formal invitations will 

be mailed or emailed. 

September 27 - 29, 2019
Culture Days

A celebration of cultural diversity in 
southeastern Manitoba.

Tuesday, October 1, 2019
Outdoor Village and Livery Barn Restaurant 

closed for the season.

Monday, October 14, 2019
Closed for Thanksgiving 

Saturday, November 9, 2019
Christmas at the Village

Christmas market, wagon rides, 
hot chocolate. 

MAY JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

 SEPTEMBER

 OCTOBER

 NOVEMBER

Events and dates subject to change without 
notice. Visit www.mhv.ca for current event 

information.

JUNE

 AUGUST

Please contact (204) 326-9661,
email info@mhv.ca or visit our website 

www.mhv.ca for the various ways you can 
become involved at each of these events.
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Poised!!!  ...... for 2019

A review of 2018 at the Auxiliary’s March meeting confi rmed re-
ports of successes following our year-long endeavours.  Monies 
raised have funded the recent refurbishment of the rest rooms 
area.  Others were channelled to new gallery designations, the 
Education Program, as well as, ongoing operating needs at Men-
nonite Heritage village.     

With renewed commitment, we have planned for another season 
of special events to help further the interests of the Museum.  In 
other words, once more, we are poised for success in 2019!!!

So, looking ahead ..... watch for upcoming announcements  of 
luncheons, a Spring Fashion Show, fi lm nights, a theme night 
with a focus on the Russländer story—this year’s theme at MHV—
and various other interesting plans that are still in the making!

......   thanks!

Robert Goertzen, in his role as Program Manager, was recently 
welcomed to our February meeting.  He expressed his appreci-
ation to the members for their additional involvement in areas 
such as the Education Program, interpretive stations, gardening, 
food services, etc, at MHV.  

He commended the Auxiliary for representing the interests of the 
Museum wherever they go and for speaking well of its mission. 
Of course, never did he miss the chance to encourage continued 
commitment!

A Cutting Bee .....

Hustling to meet the ever-increasing demand for more Menno-
nite Girls aprons, several women set up shop in the MHV Audi-
torium recently.  Among them, Wilma G. and  Lola B. (pictured 
in the forefront) appreciated the long tables that provided extra 
space for them to spread out their yards and yards of colorful  
prints.  After placing the patterns,  the cutouts were taken home 
where they were machine stitched by volunteers and returned to 
be sold at Village Books and Gifts.

You are welcome!

As always, our monthly meetings consist of serious deliberations 
while at the same time nurturing a closeness which includes fun 
times and laughter as we work together for MHV!  To learn more 
about us, we warmly welcome anyone to join us for a meeting—
we regularly begin with morning co� ee—on the third Thursday 
of every month.  

AUXILIARY NEWS
BY EVELYN  FR IESEN

GENERAL STORE
BY JO -ANN  FR IESEN

The General Store, located on Main Street in the Village, housed 
twelve local artisans who rented space to feature their wares. 
They were not only selling their own hand made products, but 
also volunteered their time to manage the daily operation of 
the store. Crafters interacted with guests from around the globe, 
which truly added a personal touch to each visitor’s experience. 
This relationship works very well as it brings in items for sale that 
MHV would otherwise not have access to, giving guests an even 
wider selection of unique, local merchandise. The friendly ser-
vice, excellent selection, as well as MHV’s milled-onsite stone 
ground fl our and old fashioned candy were a tremendous hit. 
There were also several non-crafter volunteers working in the 
store this year. During the course of the season, I had the op-
portunity to be stationed in the store, and was able to converse 
with visitors. They expressed their appreciation for the great job 
MHV is doing in preserving the Russian Mennonite Story for fu-
ture generations. They were very impressed with the well-kept 
buildings and grounds, the friendly atmosphere, helpful sta�  and 
excellent traditional cuisine. Please look for the following artisans 
in the General Store in 2019: 

Amish Star Pot Pads    A Switch In Time
Adelina Wiebe    Betty-Lou Toews

Infi nity Designs by CD   Wood-n-Accents
Carroll Dyck     Elmer & Doris Barkman

Christmas Cards & Decorations  Through Glass Images
Eleonore Thiessen    Gail Penner

18” American Doll Clothing  Folk Heart Treasures
Evelyn Hamel    Lorna Harms

Barbie Clothes Galore   Night Owl Beading
Hilda Hiebert    Nancy Neufeld

K & RP Folkart & More   Simply Crafted
Ron & Kim Polten    Rebecca Kornelsen

Crochet Wonders    Warm Shrugs
Kristine Renz     Amber Hiebert

“Seven Herbs from Natures Garden” 
Grampa’s Wormwood Ointment  
Valerie Epp
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2018 DONOR LISTING

MHV WISHES TO EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE TO THE 2018 DONORS
Note: Some donors’ names may have been omitted at their request.

Up to $500

Abe & Anne Enns
Abe & Lorna Penner
Abe Martens
Abram E. & Helena Ens
Adina Kornelsen
Albert Giesbrecht
Albert Loewen
All Charities Campaign
Allen Koop
Alvin Barkman
Alvin Klassen
Angela Wall
Anita Falk
Annita M. Bergen
Anton & Elsie Rempel
Anton R. Schellenberg Memorial 
Fund
Arnold Reimer
Arthur (Art) Peters
Auto-City Garage
Ben Funk
Ben Unger
Bert & Lenora Suss
Bethany & Martin Rose
Bill Dyck
Bill Giesbrecht
Bob’s Woodworking
Brent & Anna Manke
Brian Abel
Brian & Angela Pries
Brian Schellenberg
Bryan Peters
C. Neil Heinrichs
Caleb Funk
Carl Epp
Carl & Wilma Doerksen
Carlee Friesen
Carol Hoar
Carrie Lynne Skrabek
Cathy Saindon
Chris Chetwynd
Chris Penner
Claude Forest
Clay Pearson
Colin Giesbrecht
Corneil Blatz
Curtis Reimer
Dale Foreman
Dan Hrabarchuk
Dan Hungerford
Dan & Hilda Warkentin
Darryl Funk
Dave & Nellie Ginter
Dave & Eileen Krueger
Dave Mensies
David & Veronica Klassen
David L. Kroeker
David & Sharlene Reimer
David & Melissa Unger 
Dennis & Louella Friesen
Dennis Loeppky
Dennis & Catherine Penner
Denver & Elvira Kroeker
Dick Unrau
Don & Linda Esau
Ed Penner
Ed & Sandi Schellenberg
Eddy Noll
Edward & Jill Banman
Edwin & Lydia Loewen
Edwin & Tina Teichroew
Elizabeth Abrahams
Eric & Mary Rempel
Erich & Joan Enns
Fairway Ford Sales Ltd.
Fern Laurin
Frank & Edith Derksen
Fred Reimer
Frieda Neufeld
Garnet Reimer
Garry Delaronde
Gary & Andrea Dyck
Gary Reimer
George H. & Martha Barkman
George Harder
George & Marion Penner
Gerry & Georgia Sapinsky
Gilbert Penner
Gilmer & Irene Penner
Gordon & Becky Kornelson
Grant & Wilma Greechen
Harold & Jacqueline Machmer

Harvest Insurance Agency
Heather Picton
Helen Ens
Helene Lariviere
Henry Doerksen
Henry & Rita Enns
Henry Fast
Henry & Mic Thiessen
Herman & Eleanor Martens
Holly Sobering
Homer K. & Margaret Janzen
Homestead Broilers
Hylite Holsteins
Ike Zacharias
Irene Warkentin
Isbrand & Martha Hiebert
Isaac F. & Erma Schellenberg
Jack V. & Joan E. Braun 
Jack Loewen
Jacob Peters
Jacqueline Anderson
Jake & Lisa Friesen
James Schellenberg
Jamie Rogalski
Je� rey Wood
Jerry Kroeker
John H. Braun
John & Edna Broesky
John Dempster
John & Ellie Dyck
John J. Enns
John J. & Dorothy Friesen
John A. Goossen
John Kenneth
John Kroeker
John W. Martens
John Nickel
John & Deanna Penner
John Poettcker
John & Eileen Toews
Katherine Kroeker
Katherine Martens
Ken Giesbrecht
Ken Loewen
Ken Penner
Ken & Val Zacharias
Kenneth & Rosalie Gascho
Kevin Penner
Klassen Financial Services
L-B Grain & Cattle Co.
Len & Nettie Hiebert
Lena Schapansky
Leo & Erma Penner
Leo & Patricia Schmidt
Leona Rempel
Leonard & Debbie Hiebert
Les & Maggie Magnussen
Lina Dyck
Lincoln & Maryann Kroeker
Linda Doell
Linda Mae Earl
Linden Reimer
Living Hope Community Church 
Lloyd & Jane Barkman
Lloyd & Marilyn Dueck
Loewen Body Shop Ltd.
Loretta Janz
Lorne & Lillian Loewen
Lorne & Ingrid Peters
Lorne & Lucille Reimer
Luke & Ang Enns
Manitoba Hydro
Manitoba Mennonite Historical 
Society
Mark Bardsley
Mark Loewen
Mark & Kim Rempel
Marlene Sobering
Martin Ens
Martha Ducan
Marvin & Josephine Penner
Mary Ann Hildebrand
Matt & Cass Wieler
Mazer Group
Mel Reimer
Mel & Margaret Funk
Melvin Reimer
Melvin & Sara Dueck
Melvin & Elfrieda Loewen
Menno & Linda Barkman
Menno & Lottie Reimer
Michael & Ruby Kehler
Mike Bourgeois
Murray Rempel

Noel Bremaud
Noel Preteau
Norman Rempel
Patrick Siemens
Paul & Lillian Vanderwoude
Pearl Knutson
Pet Valu
Peter Dyck
Peter Kehler
Peter & Helen Kehler
Peter N. & Marie Reimer
R & W Gaeigson
Ray Harms
Ray Plett
Ray Reimer
Ray Unger
Ray Wahl
Richard & Thelma Unruh
Rick & Gladys Derksen
Rick & Roseann Kornelson
Robert Goertzen
Robert Warkentin
Robin Callis
ROC Wind Builders Ltd.
Roland Wiebe
Ron Friesen
Ron & Shirley Rudiak
Rosanne Klassen
Roy & Carol Enns
Rudy & Henriette Schellenberg
Ruth & Foort Bruinooge
Sheila Krahn
Shirley Fast
Silver Crest Holdings
Southeast Implement Collectors
Space Age / Kal Tire
Steinbach Fire Protection Inc.
Stella Braun
Susan Klassen
Tim Hiebert
Tim & Janet Kroeker
Tony Klassen
Tony Unger
Triple P Farms Ltd.
Verna Hildebrandt
Vic & Marlene Isaak
Vic Penner
W. Vern & Ruth Shier
Waldemar & Janet Ens
Waldie D. & Levina Klassen
Walter & Donna Klassen
Walter & Olga Plett
Warren & Lorelei Biedler
Wayne Pauls
Wayne & Moira Neufeld
Werner & Elda Rempel
Wes & Mary Lou Manke
Wilbert Friesen
William & Rosalin Kehler
Wilmer Funk

$500 -$999

Abe & Kathy Bergen
Arnold Reimer
Association of Manitoba Museums
Bob & Mary Schmor
Brent & Kristen Kroeker
Country Perogy Shop
David & Pat Brandt
David Richert
Don & Marlene Hoeppner
Garry & Margaret Penner
Gary Martens
Good ‘n’ Natural
Great Canadian Oil Change
Henry & Erna Dueck
John H. & Connie Peters
Ken & Rosemary Friesen
Lakeview Insurance
Lawrence Klippenstein
Maria Schroeder
Natural Proteins Inc.
Oakdale Farms Ltd.
Peter J. & Irene Priess
Roland & Aniko Sawatzky
Ron & Ruth Penner
Royden & Mary Ann Loewen
Solomon’s Furniture
Unger Air Farms
Victor & Frieda Loewen
W.A. (Jim) & Phyllis Neustaedter
William & Hilda Muir

$1,000 - $4,999

7215364 Manitoba Ltd.
Abe & Myrna Warkentin
Abundance Canada
Ackron Egg Farms Ltd./Nature’s Pasta
Alvin & Adina Brandt
Anne I. Friesen
Barry & Marty Dyck
Bob & Debbie Giesbrecht 
David Banman
Deloitte 
Dennis & Linda Schroeder
Dora Air Duct Cleaning
Doug & Elsie Kathler
Erna Friesen
Ernest & Doreen Braun
Fast Brothers Ltd.
Frank & Agnes DeFehr
Friesen Hauling
Greg & Dianne Penner
Hanover School Division
Helmut & Dolores Pankratz
Investors Group Matching Gift Pro-
gram
Kroeker Foundation Inc.
Loewen
Mark Duerksen Medical Corporation
Martin J. & Ruth Heppner
Network Media
Olga Reimer
Peter C. Bergen
Philipp Ens
Randy & Beverley Dueck
Reg & Phyllis Toews
Reimer Express Foundation Inc.Rose 
Penner
Rosemarin Heidenreich
Rotary Club of South Eastman
Russel & Tina Penner
Scott & Shi Barkman
Seaton Coleman
Sidney & Gladys Reimer
Siegfried & Irma Peters
Summer Bounce Entertainment
Unger Feeds Ltd.
Unger Meats
Victor & Debby Bergmann
Wesley Reimer
Willie H. & Karen Peters
Wilma Kroeker

$5,000 - $9,999

Allan & Gloria Kroeker
Arthur R. & Wilma Kroeker
Bob & Dorothy Schinkel
Darrel & Cari Penner
DP 1209 Ltd.
Ernie S. Toews
Harold P. & Florence Barg
John & Esther Rempel
Reg & Ingrid Penner
Sunnydale Farms Ltd.
Thou Mayest Inc.
Vic & Luise Rempel
William Redekop
 
$10,000-$24,999

Al & Eleanor Hamm
Barkman Concrete Foundation Inc.
Dr. Paul F. Peters
Friesens Corporation
Loewen Foundation
Manitoba Municipal Relations
MHV Auxiliary
Richardson Foundation Inc.
Steinbach Community Foundation
Steinbach Credit Union
 
$25,000+

Don & Sandra Janzen Family Foun-
dation Inc.
Elbert & Lorraine Toews
Golden West Broadcasting Ltd.
Government of Canada
Hylife Foundation Inc.
Milton Penner
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